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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is the initial office action based on the application filed on January 22, 2004. 
Claims 1-10 are currently pending and have been considered below. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefore, subject to the conditions 
and requirements of this title. 

Claims 6, 9 and 10 are non statutory.The claimed apparatus which performs a 
data process, is constructed of software program instructions. Thus, the claimed system 
comprising of ("reception means for receiving the delivery data", "activation means for 
activating a program" and "judgment means for judging predetermined data", "issuance 
means for issuing an event " " execution means for executing a process" and "synthesis 
means for synthesizing form data ") are considered as software program containing 
machine-executable instructions, per se (and not associated with any physical 
structure). See MPEP 2106.01 - 1: "...computer programs claimed as computer listings 
per se, i.e., the descriptions or expressions of the programs, are not physical "things." 
They are neither computer components nor statutory processes, as they are not "acts" 
being performed. Such claimed computer programs do not define any structural and 
functional interrelationships between the computer program and other claimed elements 
of a computer which permit the computer program's functionality to be realized... ". 
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Claims 7-8 are also rejected for failing to remedy the deficiencies of the above rejected 
non statutory claim 6. 



Claims 11, 14 and 15 are non statutory.The claimed product is constructed of 
software program instructions containing machine-executable instructions, per se (and 
not associated with any physical structure). See MPEP 2106.01 - 1: "...computer 
programs claimed as computer listings per se, i.e., the descriptions or expressions of 
the programs, are not physical "things." They are neither computer components nor 
statutory processes, as they are not "acts" being performed. Such claimed computer 
programs do not define any structural and functional interrelationships between the 
computer program and other claimed elements of a computer which permit the 
computer program's functionality to be realized... ". 

Dependent claims 12-13 are also rejected for failing to remedy the deficiencies of the 
above rejected non statutory claim 1 1 . 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
forms the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have 
the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Tanaka 
(US 20030072023). 

Claims 1, 5-6, 10-11 and 15, Tanaka teaches, a data processing system, product and 
method which is executed in an information processing apparatus for performing a data 
process based on delivery data transmitted from an external information processing 
apparatus, said method comprising: 

a reception step of receiving the delivery data transmitted from the external 
information processing apparatus (abstract; FIG. 3, paragraph 63; received 
messages/information from a remote PC 320); 

an activation step of activating a program corresponding to the delivery data 
received in said reception step (FIG. 3 :1 11-1 14; applications program); 

a judgment step of judging whether or not predetermined data is included in the 
delivery data, by analyzing the delivery data received in said reception step (FIG. 9 : 
S903; paragraph 73-74 and 81-82); 

an issuance step of issuing an event notification when it is judged in said 
judgment step that the predetermined data is included in the delivery data (paragraph 
10; key event information); and 
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an execution step of executing a process to be executed by the program 
activated in said activation step and corresponding to the event notification issued in 
said issuance step (FIG 14; thread execution; paragraph 10 and 85; 
applications/functions executed). 

Claims 2, 7 and 12, Tanaka further teaches, 

a registration step of registering the process included in the program activated 
in said activation step; and an event judgment step of judging whether or not the 
process corresponding to the event notification issued in said issuance step has been 
registered, wherein, when it is judged in said event judgment step that the process 
corresponding to the event notification issued in said issuance step has been 
registered, the process corresponding to the event. notification is executed (paragraph 
89; registering applications/key event information ). 

Claims 3, 8 and 13, Tanaka teaches, 

wherein, when the predetermined data represents an executable program, the 
executable program is activated in said execution step (paragraph 10 and 85; 
applications/functions executed). 

Claims 4, 9, and 14, A print control method which is executed in a client apparatus for 
performing a print process based on delivery data received from a server 
apparatus, said method comprising: 
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a reception step of receiving the delivery data at least including form data and 
data to be synthesized to the form data, from the server apparatus (abstract; FIG. 3, 
paragraph 63; received messages/information from a remote PC 320); an activation 
step of activating a program corresponding to the delivery data received in said 
reception step(FIG. 3 :1 11-1 14; applications program); a judgment step of judging 
whether or not predetermined data is included in the delivery data, by analyzing the 
delivery data received in said reception step(FIG. 9 : S903; paragraph 73-74 and 81- 
82); an issuance step of issuing an event notification when it is judged in said judgment 
step that the predetermined data is included in the delivery data(paragraph 10; key 
event information); an execution step of executing a process to be executed by the 
program activated in said activation step and corresponding to the event notification 
issued in said issuance step(FIG. 14;thread execution; paragraph 10 and 85; 
applications/functions executed); and a synthesis step of, when the process 
corresponding to the event notification issued in said issuance step is an image 
generation step of synthesizing the form data and the data to be synthesized to the form 
data, synthesizing the form data and the data to be synthesized to the form data ( FIG. 
3/14: 306; paragraph 50, 62 and 79). These elements of Tanaka 's reference meet the 
claimed limitation of these claims. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to the 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Friedman et al. (US20040205138) discloses amthod and apparatus for 
creation, personalization, and fulfillment of greeting cards with gift cards. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Exr. Abdou Seye whose telephone number is 
(571) 270-1062. The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday 
from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, contact 
the examiner's supervisor, William Thomson at (571) 272-3718. The fax phone 
number for formal or official faxes to Technology Center 3600 is (571) 273-8300. 
Draft or informal faxes, which will not be entered in the application, may be 
submitted directly to the examiner at (571) 273-6722. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group Receptionist whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-3600. 

AKS 

June 25, 2007 




